UNOFFICIAL MINUTES OF WALHALLA CITY COUNCIL
MEETING MONDAY AUGUST 03, 2026

Mayor Jackson called the regular meeting of the Walhalla City Council to order at 7:00 P.M., Monday August 03, 2026, at City Hall. 

Council Present: Mathison, Carpenter, Kalis, Horgan (telephone), Dumas
Others Present: Chris Trupe, Kendra Trupe, Larry DuBois, Auditor Cook.

Motion by Mathison to approve the minutes of the July 6th regular meeting as read. Second by Carpenter. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed.
Motion by Kalis to approve the minutes of the July 14th financial committee meeting as read. Second by Dumas. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed.
Motion by Mathison to approve the minutes of the July 16th police committee meeting as read. Second by Carpenter. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed.
Motion by Mathison to approve the minutes of the July 22nd special meeting as read. Second by Dumas. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. 
Motion by Carpenter to approve the minutes of the July 28th financial committee meeting as read. Second by Kalis. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed.  
  
[bookmark: _Hlk210742929]Motion by Kalis to approve the financial report. Second by Carpenter. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. 
Communications:  
Stacie Metelmann: The auditor confirmed that all members of the governing board had received a copy of Mrs. Metelmann’s follow up letter regarding dog attacks.
Dept. of Treasury: The auditor informed the council that the closeout report for SLRF program was completed
Aaron Zaharia: Mr. Zaharia requested a street closure for Pumpkin Fest. Motion by Mathison to approve a street closure on Central Ave from 10th St to 12th leaving County Rd 9 open. Second by Dumas. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed.
Rod Longtin:  The council reviewed a complaint from Mr. Longtin regarding dogs at large. Mr. DuBois informed the council of his intent to cite the dog owner for dogs running at large and not being registered with the city. He also provided an update on court case outcomes related to previous dog attacks. Discussion was held on the process for having dogs deemed vicious removed from the city by including the animal’s removal in the complaint presented to a judge.
James Jerome/Mark White: A request for a dumpster to assist with residential garbage cleanup at a property outside city limits was received and denied. It was recommended to use a company that offers roll-off dumpster services instead.

Committee Reports:
[bookmark: _Hlk187218280]Municipal Services, Building Permits, Streets, and Alleys:  Motion by Mathison to approve the building permit application submitted by Melissa Waters. Second by Carpenter. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. Motion by Mathison to approve the building permit applications submitted by Trading Post Properties. The motion died due to the lack of a second. The permit applications were then discussed further. Motion by Carpenter to deny the approval of the building permit application for 508 Mountain Ave based on Section F of the city’s land development code, and to ask for the building permit application for 507 6th Street to be refiled in order to clarify the scope of work before deciding if a permit is needed under the land development code. Second by Mathison. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. The city attorney clarified that permits are not required for cabinetry, drywall, or roofing work, so a city-issued building permit is not necessary. Denial of a permit does not prohibit the work; it means the city does not issue permits for these types of work or repairs. Discussion on frost plate replacement fees, curb and sidewalk repair, and country club dumpster service tabled until more information is available. Mr. DuBois was asked to create an ordinance that would impose fines to people found blowing grass clippings out into the roadway. 
Police, Fire, and Traffic:  Motion by Mathison to list the 2015 Ford Explorer police vehicle for sale on bids. Second by Dumas. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. Motion by Dumas to adjust the advertised starting salary for a police officer to $65,000.00 with benefits, and a $2,500.00 starting bonus. Second by Mathison. Roll Call: Mathison, yes; Carpenter, yes; Horgan, yes; Dumas, yes; Kalis, yes. Motion passed.
Financial & Economic Development Corp:  Motion by Dumas to enroll the city employees into the BlueCare Platinum 80 250 health insurance plan. Second by Kalis. Roll Call: Mathison, yes; Carpenter, yes; Horgan, yes; Dumas, yes; Kalis, yes. Motion passed.

Board of Health, City Buildings, and Recreation: The available building inspection reports were reviewed and discussed with the building at 909 Emmerling Ave considered emergent. Motion by Mathison to issue a notice of order to the owner of 909 Emmerling Ave. Second by Dumas. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. Motion by Kalis to approve the hiring of Anne Heck as library part-time help at $12.00 per hour. Second by Dumas. Roll Call: Mathison, yes; Carpenter, yes; Horgan, yes; Dumas, yes; Kalis, yes. Motion passed. Motion by Dumas to accept and sign the loan documents for the United Communications Revolving Loan Fund in the amount of $70,000, repayable over 10 years at 0% interest. Second by Horgan. Roll Call: Mathison, yes; Carpenter, yes; Horgan, yes; Dumas, yes; Kalis, yes. Motion passed. Motion by Mathison to approve pool expenses for water slides, pool cover, and fence, with total expenditures not to exceed $185,000.00. Second by Horgan. Roll Call: Mathison, yes; Carpenter, no; Horgan, yes; Dumas, no; Kalis, yes. Motion passed 3-2.
Motion by Mathison to approve all bills presented. Second by Carpenter. Roll Call: Mathison, yes; Carpenter, yes; Horgan, yes; Dumas, yes; Kalis, yes. Motion passed.
Old Business:  
 
-Ottertail Chamber Account: Topic tabled until next month.
-Sales Tax Ordinance: Motion by Mathison to approve the second reading of Ordinance 2026-04 Relating to Use Tax dedicating 1/3 of sales tax to pool debt repayment. Second by Carpenter. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. Motion by Carpenter to enact Ordinance 2026-04. Second by Kalis. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. 
-Flag Pole Repair: It was decided that the repair and cement work will be done by the city works employees.


 New Business:  
-Airport Authority: Motion by Mathison to appoint Jason Berg to the airport authority with a term beginning in 2026, Paul Soeby with a term expiring in 2027, and David Carignan with a term expiring in 2028. Second by Dumas. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. The council will try to find two additional board members to appoint at next month’s meeting.
-Budget Hearing: Motion by Mathison to set the final budget hearing for Monday, October 5, 2026, at 7:00 P.M. at City Hall, with the regular monthly meeting to follow. Motion by Mathison to accept the preliminary budget. Second by Carpenter. Ayes, all. Motion passed.
Other Business:  None

Motion by Dumas to adjourn. Second by Carpenter. All members present voted in favor of the motion. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned 8:45 P.M.
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